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FROM THE EDITOR

FROM THE PRESIDENT
on all fronts without fail, he leaves a big gap in
our NISD world. His roles will take more than
one person to fill and while we have been able
to get volunteers for most of what he was doing
there are spots which will remain empty while
we look for replacements.

John Linn
Editor

John Linn has retired from being the editor for
The Connection. While we knew this day would
come eventually, this change is a big adjustment
for everyone. John did make the announcement
of his retirement at the last virtual board meeting,
and while we did give him a special achievement
award at the annual meeting, we have all had
a hard time accepting that he was ending his
service for good.
It is difficult to properly thank someone who
has given so much for so long to The National
Institute of Steel Detailing! I can tell you that
we all will always be grateful for the work he
has done. Many of us are working very hard to
continue with supporting the NISD, in a manner
by which would make John proud.

We are grateful to Mr. Michael Bowers, who has
taken over as Chair for the NISD Constitution
and By-Laws. Kerri Olsen has stepped into the
CFO and Editor of The Connection Roles as
those were an easy and necessary fit with the
move to Shelton and with taking over the NISD
office. The Chair for the Nominating Committee
remains open, so we do need a volunteer senior
member for this position.
We wish John the best for a happy and fulfilling
retirement! We do hope John and Karolyn will
continue to join us at the annual meetings so we
may hear of their adventures!

NISD President from 1999 - 2003, John has
also served as editor of The Connection, acted
as the NISD CFO, has been the Committee
Chair of the NISD Constitution and By-Laws as
well as Chair on the Nominating Committee for
many years. John has been an integral part of
the NISD for so long and did a wonderful job
CALENDAR

Events are great ways to stay current on trends, and network with others.
Join us for any of these events in 2023!

April 10-11, 2023

NISD 55th Annual Conference – Charlotte, North Carolina

April 12-14, 2023

NASCC: The Steel Conference – Charlotte, North Carolina

April 5-8, 2023

SEAA Convention & Trade Show – Charleston, SC
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John Linn had shared with you in the last
Connection that my husband Torrie had passed
away. I want to thank all of you for your kind
words of condolences, thoughts and prayers as
they were all greatly appreciated. Torrie and I
had been together for 31 years. He was my rock
and the love of my life. Adjusting to this kind of
loss requires continuing effort.

road trip of 'there and back again'
much more than I thought I might.
Being able
Kerri Olsen
to
spend
President
time
with
John and Karolyn was an added
bonus, as we are old friends.
Karolyn is a most gracious host,
making me feel very welcome and part of the
When John asked me to take on the NISD office
family! They surprised me with tickets to a
it felt at first like too big of a commitment which
Crystal Galye concert the last day of my visit - it
should not be taken on when my life was still in
was awesome!.
such turmoil. I gave it serious thought for many
weeks, living out the reality in my head before Returning to my office the 2nd week of May I
I made a decision. I also consulted with a most set up the computers, beginning my ‘on the job
esteemed colleague during this time who helped training’. All of you NISD members are pretty
me to understand that at the root of all my feelings much my boss and I am here to serve.
was simply the fear of change. I considered his
We have seen a flush of new members, new IDC
words for some time, realizing in the end that he
and QPP Certifications which has created a vibrant
was right. It was then that I understood that the
energy my office has not seen in some time. It is
only decision to make was to move ahead.
a pleasure to come here to work every day, and
After I told John that I would accept the challenge, I look forward to helping our organization grow
Karolyn and I picked a date for the move. It was and thrive for as long as I am able.
then that I began to realize the reality of it all
As fall is now upon us, the time of meetings,
and became excited with the prospect. This new
events and conventions has arrived. We are
venture gave me new hope for the future.
attending the SDS/2 Summit along with the NISD
The first week of May this year, the NISD rented a Annual meeting followed by the NASCC. I am
van which I drove from my place here in Shelton, now working to fill our calendar with attending
Washington to the Livermore, California office. other events, such as fabricator meetings and job
I spent a few days training with Karolyn, loaded fairs.
up all of the files and equipment and then made
Please do not hesitate to contact me If you have
the return trip to Shelton, taking the NISD to its
any questions or concerns. It is now my job to
new home.
take care of your membership, IDC and QPP
This week-long, 1800 mile excursion took applications and renewals, and I am happy to
me south across Washington, Oregon and into help! The NISD is going to be 55 next year at
Northern California during the best part of the annual meeting, we all hope to see you at the
spring. The weather was perfect, the mid-week annual meeting and dinner!
traffic easy, and the forest and farmlands were all
very green. I enjoyed the very scenic, four day
October 2022 • The Connection
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NISD MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS

HELLO FELLOW NISD MEMBERS!
by Ryan Wunderle, NISD Board Member and Marketing Chair
As many of you know I have recently taken over
the marketing chair for the NISD and have some
big plans for providing more helpful member services. One of those is hosting bi-weekly webinar
discussions a wide array of topics. We plan to use
this platform to help provide education and information to our members and industry partners.
Our first session was held Thursday June 16th at
3:00pm EST. (2:00pm CST, 1:00pm MST, 12:00
PST). These free of charge, continuing bi-weekly
sessions are open to all and are listed at the NISD
Website at the 'Webinars and Events' page. All
sessions are recorded, and we do provide links to
those past sessions for members only. Look for
zoom email invite or check out our Linkedin page
for more info.

If you have any questions, are looking to send a
spotlight project or are willing to help send me an
email at memberservices@nisd.org.
Thanks & look forward to hearing & see you soon!
Ryan Wunderle
Board Member
Marketing Chair
National Institute of Steel Detailing
Memberservices@nisd.org
https://www.nisd.org

ASSOCIATES

CAD-TECHS, LLC

UNITED STRUCTURE
DETAILING INC.

DRAFTING ONE, LLC

541 Hillsdale Drive
Elijay, GA 30540
phone: (678) 971-8312
k.hoffman@cad-tech.com
www.cad-techs.com
Mr. Keith Hoffman

E2G DETAILING SERVICES,
LLC
94 Mill Street Unit 104
Woodsocket, RI 02895
phone: (979) 291-1661
vel@engg2global.com
www.engg2global.com
Mr. S. Murugavel

1104 Rock Springs Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89128
phone: (858) 344-2140
jim@aircad.net - www.aircad.net
Mr. Jim Truitt

STEEL DETAILING
ONLINE,INC.

100 Camino Varranca
Placitas, NM 87043
bart@adoinc.com - www.sdoinc.com
Mr. Bart Rohal

JRS ASSOCIATES,INC.
2611 SW Nutcracker Way
Palm City, FL 34990
phone: (772) 233-2359
jackscanlon01@aol.com
www.jrsandassoc.com
Mr. Jack Scanlon

Additionally we will be starting to use our NISD
LinkedIn page as an information & discussion
platform for our members & the industry. We plan on
doing weekly posts spot lighting projects members
are working on, giving shout outs to new members,
giving kudos to individuals & companies that have
passed IDC or QPP & much more.

PRECISION DRAFTING, LLC
357 Wildrose Avenue
Bergenfield, NJ 02895
phone: (201) 923-9425
edborg@precisiondraftingllc
www.precisiondraftingllc.com
Edward Borg

Lastly we plan on sending monthly newsletters to
all the members give them the updates on the NISD
& providing additional use full information.

National Institute of Steel Detailing

MEMBERS AT LARGE

AIRCAD, LLC

We also host an open forum online discussion
every other Friday at 12:00pm. EST. (11 am CST,
10:00 am MST and 9:00 am PST) We discuss anything anyone wants to - just jump right in!
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AFF DESIGN SERVICES, LLC
5404 Gurley Avenue,
Dallas, TX 75223
phone: (559) 567-3969
dsharma@affsteel.com
www.affsteel.com
DeependerSharma
October 2022 • The Connection
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9854 National Blvd. #1313
Los Angeles, CA 90034
phone (480) 409-1500
rohit@united structuredetailing.com
Rohit Kumar

PANHANDLE DRAFTING
311 Glover Avenue
Urbana, IL 61802
phone: (217) 344-4852
zbrown@panhandledrafting.com
Mr. Zachary Brown

INDIVIDUALS
JOSEPH KELLER

Industrial Constructors Manager, Inc.
3700 E. 68th Avenue
Commerce City, CO 86022
phone: (303) 287-4400
joe.k@cminc.net

BROOKE STEVENSON

Evolve Steel, LLC
121 N. 9th Street #401, Boise ID
83702
phone: (208) 869-2295
bstevenson@evolvesteel.com

A. JAMES BAKER

Northwest Steel Detailers, LLC
10 E. State Street, Glens Falls, NY
12801
phone: (518) 321-5616
jimb@northeaststeeldetailer.com

ROBERT GLYNN

American Steel Detailing, LLC
515 4th Avenue N. Onalaska, WI
54650
phone: (541) 218-7062
rglynn@americansteeldetailing.com

11014 Sweet Pea
San Antonio, TX 78245
phone: (603) 204-3533
flopez@draftingone.com
Felix Lopez

OVERSEAS
G5 ENGINEERING

4th Stage Basavapura Main Road
Mysore, Karnataka 570017, India
phone: +91 89702 00082
Anil Kumar

STARLIT DETAILING
SERVICES

Door #10-299 Grnd, Fl. Forest
Bungalow Road, Visalashi Nagar Old
Dairy Farm
Visahapatnam, Andhra Pradesh
530043 India
phone: +91 80081 33511
dharmavarapu.lakshmi@gmail.com
Adilakshmi Kharmvarapu

SUBLIME STRUCTURES

274 Amarar Jeevanantham Road,
Rathinapure
Colmbatore, Tamilnadu 641027 India
phone: +91 93844 95844
sublime@sublimestructures.com
Aravind SR
3AXIAL STEEL DETAILING
SERVICES PVT. LTD.
17-B 2nd Floor, Opposite to TATA
Power Solor, Electronic City Phase II
Bangalore, Karnataka 560100 India
phone: +91 99724 00274
jab@3axialstreeldetail.com
Jagatheesh R

JOEL HICKS

Ferrell Engineering Co.
340 Heritage Valley Drive
Springville, AL 35146
phone: (205) 910-4356
joel.hicks@ferrellengineering.com@
usa.net

National Institute of Steel Detailing
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Membership Application

The annual membership cycle runs from June 1st through May 31st
 Member-At-Large Membership is open to any company that conducts its office in the Americas, and is regularly engaged in,
the business of steel detailing. Such office shall have been conducted for a minimum period of one year. A member in this category
has all privileges and benefits of membership including voting and holding office.
Fee Schedule: $290 for companies with a gross annual income of less than $250,000 [June-September]
Prorated dues when joining October-February $200 March to May 31 of the following year (15 months) $290
$450 for companies with a gross annual income greater than $250,000 [June-September]
Prorated dues when joining October-February $305
March to May 31 of the following year (15 months) $450
 Associate Membership is open to any company, national or regional trade or professional association interested in enhancing the
detailing profession or the activities of the NISD, whose primary business is not in structural steel detailing. This category includes
all privileges and benefits of membership except those of voting and holding office.
Fee Schedule: Annual membership fee is $360

[June-September]

Prorated dues when joining October-February $245

March to May 31 of the following year (15 months) $360

 Individual Associate Membership is open to a person employed as a steel detailer or other person interested in the future
of the steel detailing industry but who does not fall in the category of Regular or Associate membership.
This category has limited privileges and benefits of membership, which precludes them from voting and holding office.
Fee Schedule: Annual membership fee is $65

Annual dues of $65 are renewable on June 1st

 Overseas Membership is open to any company that conducts a regular office for, and is regularly engaged in, the business
of steel detailing outside the Americas. Such office shall have been conducted for a minimum period of one year. Members in this
category may vote (no proxy votes), but they may not hold national office.
Fee Schedule: Annual membership fee is $450 [June-September]
Prorated dues when joining October-February $305

March to May 31 of the following year (15 months) $450

 Member Emeritus Membership is open to any individual who was a former regular member of the NISD and has retired from the
competitive field, but wishes to remain active in the NISD. Members in this category may not hold office.
Fee Schedule: Annual membership fee is $100

Annual dues of $100 are renewable on June 1st

The undersigned hereby applies for membership in the National Institute of Steel Detailing, Inc.

Name

___________________________________________________Title _________________________________

Company Name__________________________________________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State/Province ______________________Zip/Postal Code____________
Country _______________________________________
Telephone _______________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________
E-mail

________________________________________ Web site _______________________________________

For more information: Visit our website at www.nisd.org or send us an email at nisd@sbcglobal.net

Payment in US Dollars
Membership Fee:

US$__________

Postage/handling, add:
$40 for Canada
$__________
Central & South America
$75 for International
TOTAL ENCLOSED

$__________
US$__________

Method of Payment
 Check, payable to:

 MasterCard

NISD, Inc.
171 E. Phillips Lake Loop Road, Shelton,
Washington 98584 Phone - 1-360-426-4108
 Visa  AmEx

Number:_______________________________ Expiration Date:________
Signature:___________________________________________________

NISD ANNUAL MEETING — Denver, Colorado
by Kerri Olsen

The 54th NISD Annual meeting held at the Embassy
Suites downtown Denver, Colorado March 21, 22,
2022 was a wonderful event as our first in-person
annual meeting since we met in 2019 at St. Louis,
MO.
We had speakers Bill Issler with Industry Lift there
to discuss how this philanthropic organization works
to fill the career gap in the skilled trades industry,
also Christopher Pfieff with DBM Vircon and
Brent Hungerford with Walter P. Moore presenting
their success with “How LOD 400 Integrated Steel
Approach Succeeded in Delivering Austin’s Q2
MLS Stadium’. Both of these speakers gave us hope
for the future with the work that Bill is doing to help
support new trade career opportunities for job seekers
and DBM Vircon together with Walter P. Moore’s
work for providing direct steel detailing to the design
team. Both of these presentations support increasing
awareness for steel detailing to the industry.

Bill Issler – What is New with Industry Lift
Bill was first up for our sessions of the day and he
had much to share about what Industry Lift has been
working on. We asked Bill to share with us the
current Industry Lift happenings and the plans and
dreams for the future!
The purpose of Industry Lift is to help fill the
skilled trades industry career gap. Using a techforward, virtual reality technology to inspire the
younger generation, Industry Lift creates games and
immersive experiences intent upon opening the mind
to career possibilities.
Bill Issler, Industry Lift – ‘What is New with Industry
Lift’

Kerri Olsen filled the afternoon time slot with
‘Successful RFI Management’, a presentation which
she also shared at the NASCC Detailing Tracks for
the AISC. This presentation is being written up by
Fabricator Magazine, look for that in December
2022.

Industry Lift is a Public Benefit
Corporation,
dedicated
to
providing the people, platform
and resources to lift industries
to new heights. This is achieved
through technology, education
and supply chain coordination,
with the goal of increasing cooperation within
industries; while simultaneously inspiring youth to
explore career opportunities within the trades.

John Linn was given the Lifetime Achievement
Award for his unfaltering and dedicated service to
the NISD. We are very grateful for John’s work and
commitment to the NISD. Though we understand
his need to retire, he will be dearly missed and leaves
a great hole for us to fill. We all wish you well, John
and Karolyn Linn!

A member of the Skilled Trades Coalition (STC),
Industry Lift partners with trade associates to
help young people become aware of fulfilling
career opportunities through the use of immersive
technology. The goal of Industry Lift is to fill the job
gaps by educating and exciting younger generations
on career possibilities within the skilled trades.

To receive a free subscription to Modern Steel Construction magazine (U.S. only) go to: https://www.aisc.org/modernsteel/subscribe/
Rev. 12-2022
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On the Job Site

ANNUAL MEETING 2022
Christopher Pfeiff, DBM Vircon – ‘Integrated
Steel Approach Drives Success for Austin’s Q2
MLS Stadium’ Christopher, together with Brent
Hungerford with Walter P. Moore,
talked about the involved steps
to selling, planning, coordinating
and executing their BIM modeling
Integrated Steel approach to their
work on the Austin Q2 MLS
Stadium. This bit was very
enlightening and provides some
ideas for those of us to use with selling some future
work to like-minded design teams.
Christopher Pfeiff leads DBM Vircon’s Commercial
Modeling division globally, including strategic
development and business planning. He leads with
a focus on accelerating growth, leveraging the
latest technology solutions and integrated project
delivery methods to bring the best value possible
to clients. Christopher has extensive engineering
and management experience, and over the years,
has contributed to the development of innovative
building systems and better building practices. He is a
licensed Professional Engineer in the states of Arizona
and California, and is a LEED BD+C Accredited
Professional. Christopher has a Bachelor’s Degree
in Civil Engineering from the University of Arizona
and an M.B.A. from the Arizona State University.

Like Disney, Dowco Makes Dreams Come True!
Brian Pyper and Peter Timler, Dowco Consultants, Ltd.,
Uday Khandekar, Tec flow Engineers, Pvt, Ltd.

Dowco's Integrated Project Delivery for
Disney World's Animal Kingdom Park

Zach with All Plan and Tyler with SDS/2, Ryan Wunderle,
American Steel Detailing, David Merrifield, NISD QPP Director

Mike Bowers, past NISD president, Nick with Q-nect, Jim with Giza

Ryan Alman, Zach Brown, Pan Handle Drafting, Chat Bowers,
Bowers Steel Detailing

Larry and Valerie Laws

John and Karolyn Linn

The World of Avatar is a themed 12-acre
area inspired by James Cameron’s movie
Avatar, located within Disney World’s
Animal Kingdom Park at the Walt Disney
World Resort in Florida. Set a generation
after the events of the Avatar films, the area
is based upon the fictional exoplanetary
moon, Pandora, and features Pandora’s
floating mountains, alien wildlife, and
bioluminescent plants.
In 2014 Dowco was contracted to provide
preconstruction
services
alongside
Structural Engineers, Walter P Moore
and Disney’s Imagineering to pre-detail
the highly complex floating mountains of
Pandora. Perhaps the most interesting,

National Institute of Steel Detailing
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Brian Pyper

Although not Dowco’s
first
Integrated
Project
Delivery
(IPD) project, it was
the largest and most
complex.  

Continued on page 12

Michael and Marge Pellicio
10

technically challenging and fantastically
complex project ever undertaken by Dowco
in 52 years of business, this $8.3M USD
detailing assignment which spanned several
years, truly exemplified the importance and
value of having experienced steel detailers
involved early in the project.

October 2022 • The Connection

National Institute of Steel Detailing

11

On the Job Site – Like Disney, Dowco Makes Dreams Come True!
The World of Avatar, Disney World Animal
Kingdom park, Disney World, Florida
IPD is a “project delivery approach that
integrates people, systems, business structures
and practices into a process that collaboratively
harnesses the talents and insights of all
participants to optimize project results, increase
value to the owner, reduce waste, and maximize
efficiency through all phases of design,
fabrication, and construction.”

assemble the complex vine structure used to
support the floating mountains, which were
literally like floating hi-rises. Factoring in
structural consideration for erection was an
important aspect of Dowco’s scope of work and
integration of point-cloud data throughout the
project ensured the fabrication ready model was
built to precise tolerances.

The 10,000-ton project featured complex
connections requiring continual refinement
of plate and fixture techniques to accurately

Involving detailers with specialized construction
knowledge early in design, and by using
effective collaboration protocols, tools and

12
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systems, the benefits of virtual and digital
construction were immediate and exponentially
valuable throughout the design, detailing and
fabrication process. The collaborative, model
centric approach reduced waist, duplicity of
effort and perhaps most importantly, eliminated
contractual disputes.
Working side by side designers, engineers,
fabricators, and the erector, Dowco worked to
ensure construction challenges were minimized,
resolved immediately and cost effectively.
For key project stakeholders (which included
Dowco) future payment came in the form of

October 2022 • The Connection

‘pooled profit’.
Essentially, stakeholders’
success being a function of the project’s overall
success in meeting defined performance and
schedule objectives and metric(s). On this
project, linking shared financial risk and reward
to the project outcome did serve to align selfinterest of project stakeholders with the best
interests of the Project.  
An added benefit of having created a fully
developed as built 3D model, Disney can use this
digital twin for future up-grades, maintenance,
and facility management.

National Institute of Steel Detailing
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The World of Avatar, Disney World Animal
Kingdom park
1

As for Dowco, we were proud to be a part of
another iconic steel structure.
True integration between design and construction
was achieved. It’s safe to say the project was
a success for all involved as the same project

14
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The model above with the finished
product below shows how Dowco
made Disney′s dream come true!

stakeholders combined forces again for Disney’s
Star Wars: Galaxy Edge theme parks in California
and Florida.

October 2022 • The Connection
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Mid Term Board Meeting

Mid-Term Board Meeting

by Kerri Olsen

Continued from page 16

This was our first In-person mid-term board
meeting since 2019, and was held at the Embassy
Suites on University – so off the strip, but close
enough to visit should anyone care to.
The energy at this meeting was uplifting, as we
are all excited about being able to participate
with in-person events again, and to plan for
future events without worries for restrictions.
We had much to discuss, though we began with
the NISD 55th Annual meeting in Charlotte,
NC April 10th and 11th 2023. We decided that
the theme for this even will be: 'Celebrating 55
years of Excellence! The NISD Builds a Stronger
Foundation One Detail at a Time...'
With this historical theme, the board decided to
have an after-dinner slide show of past meetings,
presenting whatever stories and events we are
able to gather. Mike Bowers mentioned that he
remembers that there were 38 original members.
We will be spending some time trying to track
down who all may still be around that would be
willing to share their remembrances. We also
discussed the option to have a 1969-era dinner
dress-up, though we did table that idea for later
discussion. We talked about speakers for the
annual meeting, we usually have three. One
suggestion was for Larry Kruth with AISC to
present on the new AISC 2023 updates to the
Code of Standard Practice. We are looking
for two more, so if there are any ideas and/or
volunteers out there, please let us know as soon
as possible!
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The exact location of the annual meeting is
not yet established though we will have more
information as Christine is waiting on intel from
her AISC contact. We do know that we will be in
Charlotte, NC somewhere close to the Charlotte
Convention Center where NASCC is being held.
Membership is in growth mode and we are all
working to support this trend with the continued
exposure through the online webinars and trade
event presentations.
Moving on to marketing with Ryan Wunderle, he
is currently busy with managing the bi-weekly
meetings together with updating the website.
The board did decide to go forward with website
revitalization and upgrade to WIX. Much
work is being done to include more on member
highlights; focusing on new, long term and longdistance members, as well as a focus page on
project major achievements.
Our website page for IDC and QPP participants
is being redesigned to support better exposure
and to make the site more user-friendly for direct
contact with those certified detailers and QPP
certified companies by potential client.
Continuing website updates are being made to
the Webinar and Events page where we have
the bi-weekly seminars posted. Other items to
be added will be training classes, mentorship
support, IDC and QPP preparation seminars.
As about half of the NISD board members are
attending the SDS/2 Summit, we plan to meet
and discuss the progress for these training

October 2022 • The Connection

options and more frequent board meetings to
keep this process moving forward.

You

may look for new webinar events to
arrive in the coming weeks, though there will
be announcements in The Connection and at
LinkedIn.
Current IDC Director Jim Truitt reported
that his focus is towards promoting the NISD
IDC and QPP certification programs to the
Steel Fabrication and Construction Industries
addressing the needs for qualified, quality
steel detailer requirements. Additionally, Jim
shared his thoughts for working towards getting
language into Project Specification Manuals and
project bidding documents for requiring Detailer
certifications. The very comprehensive two-page
outline Jim shared with the group will require
more ‘boots on the ground’ to promote, so we
are looking for volunteers to help support this
ambitious movement. It was noted that we have
senior volunteers making new test questions for
all categories for the IDC test, which will further
expand the IDC Structural/Miscellaneous and
Bridge regular and re-certification tests.

joint committee for QPP and IDC management.
This proposed change will need to be reviewed
and voted upon during the annual meeting next
April.
Mike Bowers discussed some wording changes
which need to be made to the NISD Constitution
and By-Laws. These changes, though minor,
will also need to be proposed and voted upon at
the next annual meeting.
Kerri spoke briefly about the Steel Detailing
game as the development is on stall right now
awaiting review of the proposed game format as
presented by Virtual Image & Animation. The
current proposal was included with the meeting
information, and will be discussed as our next
online board meeting in November.
Our meeting was adjourned with the next online
meeting date to be announced after our gettogether as the SDS/2 Summit in San Antonio
in October.

David Merrifield was present via teleconference,
and he shared that Dowco Consultants did
just pass their QPP Certification. The list of
companies needing to renew their certifications
will be contacted by Kerri and David. David
and Jim will be discussing the future plans for a
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WE SHOULD BE OUTRAGED! OH WAIT, WE ARE!!!

We Should be
Outraged! OH, Wait,
WE ARE!!!

show. Returning to my
vehicle hours later, no
parking ticket was found
and drove on home. I
never did receive a ticket
in the mail, so my parking
was free that day! Viva
technology!

by Kerri Olsen

I am telling you this story intending to
demonstrate that when we have to deal with
internet issues and programs on a personal level,
we remain able to circumvent to other things.
We can revert to doing our tasks the old way,
and that is acceptable. Most of what happens
with internet and software does not seriously
affect our daily activities (yet) but in our work
environment, internet and software issues are
more serious.

Our lives are now driven by technology and
few of us take time to unplug. There are those
among us who live for it, thrive on it and are
grateful for it. There are those who understand
this as technology slavery, which came upon us
as subtle as an afternoon breeze, is now seen as
a catastrophic storm.
I recently attended a downtown Tacoma event
with a venue parking garage. Payment for
parking was made by phone or onsite machine.
Simple and efficient, just insert the vehicle plate
number, parking slot number, debit card, and
parking is paid! This day, the line at the machine
was at a standstill due to an unresponsive pay
machine. The live parking attendant – I don’t
know why they have real people there, but
they did - explained that the machine often has
internet failures and we just have to wait. Those
trying pay by phone were showing frustration as
transactions remained incomplete.
As we all continued to wait, many were getting
anxious as the event time drew near. Finally,
the live parking attendant, assumingly trying
to prevent an impending revolt, suggested to
those waiting on the machine go on in to the
venue, and to check back later to make payment.
Worst case scenario, he said, was that we could
get ticketed. I followed the others to enjoy the
18
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Continued from page 18

A perfect example of how software has destroyed
our work-life freedoms is well demonstrated by
the fact that we steel detailers are now software
slaves. We absolutely are unable to work without
the internet and steel detailing software.
Our software journey began with sales people
hawking the belief that our hopes and dreams
of easier, more productive and profitable work
would become reality if we buy into their
programs. We believed this with our whole
heart and without question.
We accepted this ever-evolving software
conundrum without complaint, even supporting
development with our unpaid labor discovering
bugs and broken functionality. What we have
come to realize now is that this whole situation
is more like finding the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow – the target just keeps moving and
we never get the gold. It was all a myth, made
October 2022 • The Connection

up to help others build software empires at our
expense. We bought into the dream without the
realization that it was actually a trap.

economy when you are slaves to the astronomical
and continuing costs of steel detailing software
licensing. There appears to be no relief in sight.

What we do know is that the excessive cost
of software cancels our profit. Productivity is
minimal due to the continual learning and readjustments involved with constant software
upgrades and changes to functionality. An
indeterminable amount of unbillable time is
spent with software education training and
execution, adding considerably to the overhead
expense.

Currently, we have both legitimate steel detailing
software license holders and illegitimate
software users bidding the same work to clients
who have no realization for software legitimacy.
It is generally likely these clients will award their
work to the lowest bidder. It is also generally
very likely that the low bid steel detailer is the
one with the least number of legal licenses.

Software companies, once a business with
clients to serve is now the exact opposite. The
steel detailer is completely at the servitude to
very software that was professed to make us
trade kings.
And it is not just steel detailing software which
had made this ideal their business model – it
is any software company which makes you
continually pay for their use, subscriptionbased programs where you never own your
data on your own machine, where you are not
able to work without the internet and program
functionality stops when the cash flow does.
How is this a good way to operate ANY steel
detailing business?
Steel detailers are service companies which
create a custom product. The costs involved
with creating that custom product must remain
economical in what is an extremely competitive
market. It is impossible to maintain any product
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Steel detailing software companies, effectively,
are penalizing legitimate clients with
unreasonable costs and requirements while
piracy runs rampant, thereby supporting the low
bid mentality we steel detailers battle every day.
Additionally insulting is the problem with
software companies which continue with
development without fixing that which
currently does not work within their programs.
We refer here to conditions which have not
worked correctly for years, even though these
problems are continually reported by software
users to program sales and support. After years
of requesting, watching and waiting, steel
detailers now believe that program changes are
being made simply to justify the continuing and
added program costs, rather than with making
their programs wholly workable. This behavior
is almost criminal to those who had loyally
continued to pay support.
Perhaps the most disconcerting of all is what
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WE SHOULD
BE OUTRAGED! OH WAIT, WE ARE!!!
Continued from page 19
to be theOH
most important
of all.
None of
WE SHOULD BE OUTRAGED!
WAIT,thingWE
ARE!!!

will happen during an economic downturn.
Legitimately
steel detailers will be
Continued from pagelicensed
19
forced to close their companies due to the
astronomical software maintenance costs,
leaving our clients at the mercy of those
leaving our clients at the mercy of those
detailing companies operating with illegitimate
detailing companies operating with illegitimate
software. Steel detailing software companies
software. Steel detailing software companies
now are effectively supporting the destruction
now are effectively supporting the destruction
of our trade, as unlicensed software users tend
of our trade, as unlicensed software users tend
to be software operators who are not steel
to be software operators who are not steel
detailing trade professionals. Our industry
detailing trade professionals. Our industry
clients, initially unable to tell the difference
clients, initially unable to tell the difference
between good and bad detailing will not realize
between good and bad detailing will not realize
the truth until they are entrenched in the job,
the truth until they are entrenched in the job,
only then realizing the devastating result of
only then realizing the devastating result of
poorly managed and poorly edited drawings.
poorly managed and poorly edited drawings.
Steel detailers have become frustrated and even
Steel detailers have become frustrated and even
angry with the conditions described here. Steel
angry with the conditions described here. Steel
detailers around the globe actively seek alternate
detailers around the globe actively seek alternate
solutions and resources to achieve their goals
solutions and resources to achieve their goals
for functionality and economy. If they are not
for functionality and economy. If they are not
already experiencing it, existing steel detailing
already experiencing it, existing steel detailing
software companies will soon see a decline in
software companies will soon see a decline in
support payments and licensing sales.
support payments and licensing sales.
As consumers, we still have power. We remain
As consumers, we still have power. We remain
free to seek other options. We are able to
free to seek other options. We are able to
support a different software which does not
support a different software which does not
monopolize our data and require a constant cash
monopolize our data and require a constant cash
flow commitment for us to do our job. While I
flow commitment for us to do our job. While I
understand the perfect option may not exist for
understand the perfect option may not exist for
us today, I am confident we will see solutions
us today, I am confident we will see solutions
being offered to us in the near future.
being offered to us in the near future.
What needs to be remembered is what I believe
What needs to be remembered is what I believe
to be the most important thing of all. None of
this software is making better steel detailers.
None
thisInstitute
software
enhances or replaces
20 of
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this software is making better steel detailers.
None of this software enhances or replaces
the knowledge or experience it takes to be a
good steel detailer, but this is a whole different
good steel detailer, but this is a whole different
discussion. For now, steel detailers around the
discussion. For now, steel detailers around the
world are taking a hard look at their operating
world are taking a hard look at their operating
needs and costs for any workable solution which
needs and costs for any workable solution which
will set them free.
will set them free.

PRODUCT
Guidelines for Successful Presentation of Steel Design Documents
…the Steel Detailer's Point of View

QTY
No charge

Certification Programs for Detailing Companies & Individual Detailers

No charge

Amount

[Member-At-Large, Associate & Overseas new members receive 1 copy free of the following manuals & CD]

PRODUCT
NISD Industry Standard Manual
Beam Cards [CD only]
Hot Dip Galvanizing “What We Need To Know”
Painting And Fireproofing “From a Detailer’s Perspective”
Detailing Guide for Erector’s Safety & Efficiency
[Third Edition 2019]

Member
Price
$30.00
$15.00
$20.00
$20.00

Non-member
Price
$45.00
$20.00
$25.00
$25.00

$50.00

$75.00
$40.00
$75.00
TOTAL

Shipping & Handling Canada - Central or South America
Shipping & Handling Overseas
(Sorry No Invoicing)

QTY

Amount

All above items going to addresses within the US include shipping & handling. Please allow 10 business days unless other arrangements
are made at additional cost. International shipping is extra.

AISC/NISD Detailing for Steel Construction Manual [Third Edition] Contact ASIC at 847-364-1222 or www.aisc.org

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Firm:

John and Jack working the membership
booth at NASCC in New Orleans, LA

__________________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________
City:

____________________________State/Province: ________________Zip/Postal Code:____________

Phone: _______________________ Fax:______________________ E-mail:__________________________

Method of Payment:

Check

Make check payable & send to:

Visa

Mastercard

AmEx

NISD, Inc.
171 E. Phillips Lake Loop Road
Shelton, Washington, 98584

Credit Card Information: Credit Card #:___________________________________ Expiration Date: _______
Name on card:______________________Signature:________________________ Daytime phone:__________
For Information:
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Tel: (360) 426-4108

E-mail: nisd@sbcglobal.net
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Benefits For NISD Members!
Visit Your NISD Website...

National Institute of Steel Detailing
Application for Individual Detailer Certification

Engage - Find us on Facebook...

We Are Your Voice...
The NISD Board of Directors was pleased
with the feedback it has had from
membership regarding new ways that
NISD can help expand the scope of
services for the benefit of members
and the steel detailing industry!

Disciplines:
Structural/Miscellaneous

members as a professional and
knowledgeable organization.
Check it out!

Visit NISD.org

Bridge

Submit:
• Experience history, and
• Either a letter of recommendation from a steel fabricator, a Certified Class I detailer, or a NISD National Director.

When your application is processed, you will receive a sample test and a list of publications to study for the test.

Our web site is contemporary, easy
to navigate, and represents our

Get I.D.C.
Certified
in 2022

Classification:
Senior Detailer – Class I: Minimum 10 years experience including checking
Detailer – Class II:
Minimum 5 years experience

IDC Test Fee Schedule
At time of application + 10 days prior to test + virtual proctor fee
NISD N. American Members -

$100.00

+

$200.00

+

$15.00

Non-Members in N. America -

$200.00

+

$300.00

+

$15.00

Overseas Members -

$150.00

+

$200.00

+

$15.00

Non-Members Overseas -

$250.00

+

$300.00

+

$15.00

Personal Information:
First Name:_______________________________
NISD Member: yes

Last Name:_______________________________________

no

Last 4 digits of SS# or SIN#__________________________

Home Address:_______________________________________________________________________________

Networking
Knowledge!
Our Discussion Board is a tool to allow sharing
of knowledge and resources. Post your
industry-related questions or comments.
Receive responses from other professionals.
Utilize your NISD membership network
today! nisdorg.wordpress.com

Find us on Facebook too!

City:_____________________________________

State/Province:____________________________________

Zip/Postal Code:___________________________

Country:_________________________________________

Telephone #:______________________________

E-mail:___________________________________________

Current Employer [if applicable]__________________________________________________________________
Business Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________________

State/Province:____________________________________

Zip/Postal Code:___________________________

Country:_________________________________________

Telephone #:______________________________

E-mail:___________________________________________

Indicate which address [no P.O. Box] is best to receive IDC materials:

Method of Payment: Check
Make check payable & send to:

Visa

Home

Employer

Mastercard

NISD, Inc., 171 E. Phillips Lake Loop Road, Shelton, Washington 98584
Phone - 360-426-4108

www.facebook.com/NISD.org

Credit Card Information: Credit Card #:________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________
Name as it appears on card:_____________________________________________________________________
Signature:____________________________________________________________________________________

Because NISD fosters a professional approach to business and advocates improved

For more information: Visit our website at www.nisd.org or send us an e-mail at nisd@sbcglobal.net

quality through member networking, education, and certification, our members are

Rev. 7-2022

Re-certification is required every 3 years

highly regarded by fabricators, architects, engineers and contractors.
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IDC CERTIFICATIONS

NEW QPP CERTIFICATIONS

Senior Class I - Renewal

Senior Class I - BRIDGE

Detailer Class II - Renewal

GREG G. HU
Apex Tech Drafting
Unit 235 10023 8-A Avenue
Langley, BC Canada V2Y 0E2
phone: (604) 603-2545
ghu@apextechdetailing.com

EMANNUEL SANQUI
Dowco Consultants
51-7121 192nd Street
Surrey, BC Canada V4N 6K6
phone: (604) 606-5800
esanqui@dowco.com

KENNY L GAO
Apex Tech Detailing
235-19923 891A Avenue
Langley, BC Canada V2Y 0E2
phone: (604) 603-2545
admin@apexdetailing.com

FRED TINKER
Pacific Drafting
6465 Martingayle Circle
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
phone: (714) 842-3121
ftinker@pacificdrafting.com
DAVID MERRIFIELD
Alpha Iron
22865 E. Canyon Place
Aurora, CO 80016
phone: (214) 794-8855
merrifield.d@gmail.com

NEW Senior Class I
JASON HU
Dowco Consultants
1407 Kinston Street
Coquitlm, BC Canada V3E OK5
phone: (604) 523-6439
jason.hu@rocketmail.com
SRINIVASA RAO SARVADE
DGSTS,Inc.
1875 Big Timber Road Suite A
East E
Elgin, IL 60123
phone: (630) 539-8200 ext 5102
srs@dgsts.com
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ROMMER BALOSBALOS
Dowco Consultants
51-18199 70th Avenue
Surrey, BC Canada V3S 2N9
phone: (604) 606-5800
balos2rd@gmail.com

NEW Detailer Class II - Bridge
AURELIO BAGTAS JR.
Dowco Consultants
T1504-3980 Carrigan Court
Burnaby, BC Canada V3N 4S6
phone: (604) 606-5800
jbagtas@hotmail.com
JONATHAN NG
Dowco Consultants
7100 Petts Road
Richmond BC, Canada V7A 1J7
phone: (604) 606-5800
ngLii@hotmail.com
Get I.D.C.
Certified
in 2022

D
IC

SUDHAKARAN SANU
3371 18A Avenue NW
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6T
0R4
phone: (587) 989-7268
sanusudhakaran@gmail.com

QPP RENEWALS

Dowco Consultants, Ltd.

Quality Drafting Company
Suite 219, 198 East Island
Highway
Parksville, BC Canada V9P 2H7
lgrannon@qualitydrafting.com
www.qualitydrafting.com
Lee Grannon

8621 201st. Street. Suite 300
Langley, BC Canada, V2Y 0G9
Brian Pyper
bpyper@dowco.com
www.dowco.com
Phone (604) 606-5800

Phone (250) 586-1914

Congratulations!

International Design Services
1801 Park 270 Dr. Suite 220
St. Louis, MO 63146
Javada Creswell

This Regular Feature Recognizes
Detailers Who Have Successfully
Passed The QPP Audit. Celebrate with
us in their Commitment To Quality!

jcreswell@ids-inc.net
www.ids-inc.net

NEW Detailer Class II
CHAD PETERSON
Martin/Martin, Inc.
124499 West Colfax Avenue
Lakewood, CO 80215
phone: (313) 431-6100
cpeterson@martinmartin.com
KRISTY ELENA CABRERA
ORTEGA
Rocky Point Detailing, LLC
1104 Rock Springs Drive
LasVegas, NV 89128
phone: (858) 324-1903
kristy@rockypointdetailing.com
J. DAVID ALANIS
Rocky Point Detailing, LLC
1104 Rock Springs Drive
LasVegas, NV 89128
phone: (858) 324-1903
david@rockypointdetailing.com

Phone (314) 872-1791

Get Q.P.P.
Certified in
2022

Industry professionals are in search of talented detailers who have the knowledge and capability to produce quality shop
drawings within the framework of various codes, specifications and contract documents.
NISD created the Individual Detailer Certification Program in response to the steel industry's need to measure the skill level
of individuals performing steel detailing services.

D
ING AN
PAINT OFING
RO
FIREP Perspective
From

EVERADO PEREZ
Rocky Point Detailing, LLC
1104 Rock Springs Drive
LasVegas, NV 89128
phone: (858) 324-1903
everado@rockypointdetailing.
com
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NISD Publications...
These reference guides are available.
Order them online at www.nisd.org
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IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

In Memorium

In Memorium
Pacific Chapter of that
organization.

loved flying for the Veteran’s Airlift
Command. He never hesitated to help
a veteran in need whether for medical
care or a reunion with their friends or
family. Walter was a true patriot, and
felt called to give back to those who
sacrificed for our country. He was
recently recognized for flying over one
hundred missions and for being one
of the first to join the VAC Perpetual
Fund endowment for future support of
the VAC mission.

Walter J. Gatti,

88, founder of
Tensor Engineering was born August
6, 1933 in New York City, and passed
away April 25th 2022 in Melbourne,
Florida after a short illness. Walter
was CEO and founder of Tensor
Engineering of Indian Harbour
Beach. Tensor Engineering has been
integral to the construction of most
of the major steel bridges built in the
US over the past sixty-three years.
Walter also service as chair of the
National Steel Bridge Alliance, the
American Associate of State Highway
and Transportation Officials, and
numerous industry committees. He
was a well-respected peer and mentor
to all in the steel industry.
Walter’s fascination with steel bridges
started as a young man during his
daily commute from the Bronx to
the State of New York Community
College in Brooklyn. He marveled
at the complex structures and wanted
to understand every aspect of their
construction. After graduation, the
confident 20 year old landed his first
job and was assigned to estimate the
details of a bridge. Although at first
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he had no idea what he was doing, he
learned quickly on the job and before
long decided to start his own firm,
Tensor Engineering at just 25 years
old (as recalled in a 2006 essay in the
Modern Steel construction). Tensor
Engineering has since provided
their services for over 4,000 bridges
including many of the iconic and
award-winning structures which define
the skylines of major cities such as the
Leonard P. Zakim bridge in Boston,
and the San Francisco Oakland Bay
Bridge in California.
Walter’s enterprising spirit did not
stop with steel bridges. His passion
for aviation pushed him to become
a licensed pilot and he eventually
acquired the highest possible pilot
rating. When he was not at his desk,
he was usually in the air traveling to
vacation homes, with friends (usually
to wine country), or to view bridges
and visit customers. But what he
loved most was donating his aircraft
and pilot services to help others get
to where they needed to go. He flew
medical personnel to earthquake
victims in Haiti, and especially

After a few years, Ron
opened his own steel
detailing business, Bay
Drafting
Service,
in
Oakland along with two
other partners. After a
short while he joined the
NISD Pacific Chapter and
served many positions.
Ron was Editor of the
NISD ‘Connection’ for
many years, making many
friends while traveling to
the NISD board meeting
and national conferences.

Walter loved his community and
was a generous supporter of multiple
charitable organizations in Brevard
County, FL and Banner Elk, NC. The
Walter and Dorothea Gatti Scholarship
has supported over 70 students and
over 130 student-years at the Florida
Institute of Technology. In addition,
the Walter J. Gatti Foundation will
continue to support many local
charities for people in need.
Walter’s tenacity and drive in the
workplace brought him much success
but was balance by a love and loyalty
to his employees and friends. At
heart Walter was just a guy from the
Bronx who refused to be defined by
his own limitations. He learned what
he could to achieve all his life goals
through hard work and single-minded
dedication. He was tough but fair,
and loyal to a fault. He was fiercely
independent and never understood
the concept of retirement. Walter
continued to work 7 days a week until
his illness. His sense of humor was
smart and devious, and his legacy will
be kept alive as we remember a life
well lived.
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Ronald Russel Montes, age 88,

born in New York City on April 18,
1933, passed away on December 17,
2021 in Oakland, California. Ron
was always good at math and graphic
design in school, aspiring to be an
architect; however, he ended up doing
structural steel detailing for a living
in New York City before moving to
California with his young family in
1965.
Ron worked as a steel detailer for
Murphy Pacific Structural Steel,
Emeryville, CA, then moved on to
work as a detailer for Bud Lundell &
Associates in Oakland, CA. While
there he heard about the National
Institute of Steel Detailing and the

October 2022 • The Connection

Ron’s
Company
Bay
Drafting Service and John
Linn Associates, Inc., often
worked together on steel
projects. Ron was very
generous with sharing his
workloads with his fellow
steel detailers when they were in need.
He also attended all of the pacific
chapter meeting where Ron would
come equipped with several jokes
to keep the meetings enjoyable and
lively. We missed him greatly when
he was no longer able to attend the
meetings.

Honorable mention
For those of you who are unaware,
Ron’s wife, Valerie Montes was
administrator for the NISD years prior
to her retirement. The impact of her
great work made a lasting impression
and was irreplaceable. We are truly
grateful for the long dedication of
both Ron and Valerie with supporting
the NISD.
There are many couples who have
been diligent NISD supporters. Our
continued thanks goes to John and
Karolyn Linn, Jack and Pam Metcalf,
Michael and Madge Pellicio, Paul and
Mary-Jean Crockett, Fred and Barbara
Tinker, Michael and Liz Bowers, Joel
and Kristie Hicks, David and Mary
Merrifield, Larry and Valerie Laws,
to name a few. Their presence at the
annual meetings always warms the
heart. We look forward to seeing them
every year for as long as they are able
to attend!

Ron had sons Craig and Ken from his
first marriage; Craig became a steel
detailer. In his second marriage to
Valerie, together they had a daughter,
Diana. Ron is sorely missed.
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We want to especially thank our sponsors who, with their
donations, helped to make our annual meeting possible:

